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Mandates of the Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally
sound management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes; the Working Group on the
issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises; the Special
Rapporteur on the right to development; the Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights
obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment; the
Special Rapporteur on the right to food; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of
the right to freedom of opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of association; the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; the Special Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights defenders; the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous
peoples and the Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation

REFERENCE:
AL OTH 53/2020

20 July 2020
Dr. (Mr.) Qun Yang,

We have the honour to address you in our capacities as Special Rapporteur on the
implications for human rights of the environmentally sound management and disposal of
hazardous substances and wastes; Working Group on the issue of human rights and
transnational corporations and other business enterprises; Special Rapporteur on the right
to development; Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to
the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment; Special Rapporteur
on the right to food; Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to
freedom of opinion and expression; Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of association; Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders; Special Rapporteur on the rights
of indigenous peoples and Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water
and sanitation, pursuant to Human Rights Council resolutions 36/15, 35/7, 42/23, 37/8,
32/8,34/18,41/12,42/16, 34/5, 42/20 and 42/5.

We are independent human rights experts appointed and mandated by the United
Nations Human Rights Council to report and advise on human rights issues from a
thematic or country-specific perspective. We are part of the special procedures system of
the United Nations, which has 56 thematic and country mandates on a broad range of
human rights issues. We are sending this letter under the communications procedure of
the Special Procedures of the United Nations Human Rights Council to seek clarification
on information we have received. Special Procedures mechanisms can intervene directly
with Governments and other stakeholders (including companies) on allegations of abuses
of human rights that come within their mandates by means of letters, which include
urgent appeals, allegation letters, and other communications. The intervention may relate
to a human rights violation that has already occurred, is ongoing, or which has a high risk
of occurring. The process involves sending a letter to the concerned actors identifying
facts of the allegation, applicable international human rights norms and standards, the
concerns and questions of the mandate-holder(s), and a request for follow-up action.
Communications may deal with individual cases, general patterns and trends of human
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group or community, or the content of draft
sonsidered not to be fully compatible with

to bring to the attention of your company

the enjoyment of human rights of affected

ire of a proposed tailings dam, and other
issues arising from the hydroelectric/tailings dam, mine, waste discharge and
associated infrastructure on the proposed Frieda River gold and copper mine
(“Sepik Development Project”) in Papua New Guinea.

According to information received:

The Sepik Development Project is a set of four projects in Sepik, in northwest
Papua New Guinea (PNG). With a footprint of at least 16,000 hectares, it
comprises the Frieda River Copper-Gold Project (a 1,145 hectare, open-pit
mine), the Frieda Hydroelectric Project (a 12,700 hectare dam), the Sepik
Infrastructure Project (roads and airport and related infrastructure); and the
Sepik Power Grid Project (power lines and related infrastructure).

The Project is proposed by an unincorporated joint venture, with 80% in favour
of Frieda River Limited and 20% in favour of Highlands Frieda Limited. Frieda
River Limited is a PanAust Limited subsidiary company. PanAust is a company
headquartered in Australia, and a wholly owned subsidiary of Guangdong Rising
H.K (Holding) Limited, which is a wholly owned subsidiary of Guangdong
Rising Assets Management Co Ltd. The latter company is a People’s Republic
of China state owned company regulated under the State Owned and Assets
Supervision Commission, Guangdong. Highlands Frieda Limited is a subsidiary
of Highlands Pacific Limited, which is wholly owned by Cobalt 27 Capital
Corp, which 1s headquartered in Toronto, Canada.

The Project documents, including the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
dated 7 November 2018,! are under consideration by the PNG Conservation and
Environment Protection Authority (CEPA) for assessment under the
Environment Act 2000. The public review and submission process closed on
31 March 2020.

According to the EIS, the mine is planned to have a life of approximately
33 years, after a 7-year implementation period. The hydroelectric project, with a
planned lifespan of 100 years, after a 5-year construction period, is to be located
downstream from the mine, and is intended to provide electricity for the mine. It
is also to provide an Integrated Storage Facility (ISF) to store water and
sediment on the surface, and underneath to store process tailings and mine waste
rock from the mine. The ISF is to discharge water into Frieda River as part of the
operation of the hydroelectric project.

! Frieda River Limited, Environmental Impact Assessment (2018) https://friedariver.com/eis/?v=1































